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‘Tiny Treasures’ – Take the Challenge! Designed by Liz Almond of Blackwork Journey 

Introduction 

Like most projects ‘Tiny Treasures’ started as a simple idea 
developed for a workshop on pattern construction. The shape 
reminded me of a clematis flower, and I wanted to see how 
many variations I could create from the one design.  
 

Could I link the patterns and develop 
them into a sampler and in what other 
ways could I use the ideas?  
 
The initial idea! 

 
 

After many sleepless nights and considerable time spent on the 
computer ‘Tiny Treasures’ was born. 

Four charts would be added to Freebies in monthly parts, plus 
a series of smaller projects developed from the original design.  

Two additional blackwork designs, “Colour Clematis” and 
“Copper Clematis” would be added to ‘Charts’ in due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The challenge! 

I know readers have developed a taste for the unusual and like a challenge, so this time I decided to 
approach the group project from a different angle.  

In the past I have created projects such as ‘Save the Stitches’, ‘Box of Delights’, ‘Pandora’s Box’ and 
‘Sublime Stitches’ and readers have followed the charts and mostly worked the patterns they have been 
given. 

This time I am going to set list of Guidelines, but the readers choosing to take the challenge have to make 
some choices and decisions of their own. No two pieces of embroidery should be the same. For readers who 
want to follow the designs as they have been worked just follow the instructions for all projects. 

The main project ‘Tiny Treasures’ will consist of 4 different elements: 
 
Flowers 
Pattern blocks 
Mini links and border, each part capable of being developed further if so desired. 
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There are two patterns to choose from: 
a. Square design  
Design area: 15.29 x 15.29 inches 
Stitches: 214 x 214 
Material: 
Zweigart 28 count evenweave or 14 count Aida, 22 x 22 inches 
If 25 count Lugana is used: 24 x 24 inches 
 
64 Flower motifs 
49 Pattern Blocks 
1 border and 112 mini links  
Total: 226 Tiny Treasures 
 
b. Rectangular design suitable for framing or a runner.  
The rectangular design is less complicated than the square design. 
Design area: 9.86 x 26.43 inches 
Stitches: 138 x 370  
Material: 
Zweigart 28 count evenweave or 14 count Aida, 15 x 33 inches 
If 25 count Lugana is used: 17 x 35 inches 
 
70 Flower motifs 
52 Pattern blocks 
1 border and 120 mini links  
Total: 243 Tiny Treasures 

Both designs will be presented in Freebies on the 1st day of the 
month on the Blackwork Journey website for a number of 
months. 
 
Pattern elements: 
 
Both patterns are build up round these four basic building 
elements: flower motifs, pattern blocks, links and border. 
All the elements are put together in different combinations to 
create the charts and mini projects. 
 
As a guide the square chart is in colour with a dark base shade, 
the rectangular runner is in three shades. You choose whether to 
add your own colours following my guidance or choose your own 
colours for some or all of the elements. 

 
Guidance on colour is given for both designs, but choose where you would add colour, metallic threads and 
beads. Decide how each block should look and add a touch of colour. Look at both examples to see how 
colour has been used. 
 
Variegated threads work well on designs which are built up of small parts BUT there must be one strong 
colour to link all the elements together. If the base colour is too pale the design will not link together 
correctly. The links can be coloured in different ways or left as one colour only. 

 
 
This is the link that joins the parts together. It can be worked in one colour 
or the flower can be a different colour. 
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Different ways in which colours can be used. On the Aida runner I used DMC310 
black with a coloured central cross. 
 
 
 

 
 
Ideas for links 
 
 
 

 
The basic block measures 2.71 x 2.71 inches,  
38 x 38 stitches  
This consists of 4 flowers, all different, 4 mini links and 
one square with an inner space where the filler patterns 
will be worked. 
The red lines indicate the area each flower motif covers. 
Do NOT stitch the red lines but work a flower motif. 
 
Basic block 
 
The flower motifs can be different colours or, alternate 
between black DMC310 and a colour.(See Square design 
for guidelines)The pattern square in the centre of each 
block is worked in one strand of floss. Each square can be 
a different colour or variegated threads can be used. The 
runner could be worked in a similar way. 

 

 
Full width of square design 

The border is worked after the design has been completed in a colour of your choice. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Full width of rectangular design 
 
 

Aida border worked in DMC Coloris 4522 
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Tiny Treasures Colour Square and Tiny 
Treasures Black and Gold 

Sections from each of the two square designs will 
be included in “Freebies” in Blackwork Journey 
monthly. 
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One section of each design will be presented in “Freebies” in Blackwork Journey monthly. 
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Extract from Tiny 
Treasures 
Square design showing 
variegated thread being 
used in the flower motifs 
and the border. Crosses in 
the links are also worked 
in variegated thread. 
 
Plan ahead where and how 
you will use colour and 
variegated threads. 
Thinking the project 
through carefully before 
you start will save a lot 
unpicking later. 
 

 
Preparation: 
Decide which project square or rectangular you are considering working. 
Decide on the fabric to be used. The designs are suitable for both evenweave and Aida.  
There are two patterns to choose from: 
a. Square design  
Design area: 15.29 x 15.29 inches 
Stitches: 214 x 214 
Material: 
Zweigart 28 count evenweave or 14 count Aida, 22 x 22 inches 
If 25 count Lugana is used: 24 x 24 inches 
 
b. Rectangular design suitable for framing or a runner.  
Design area: 9.86 x 26.43 inches 
Stitches: 138 x 370  
Material: 
Zweigart 28 count evenweave or 14 count Aida, 15 x 33 inches 
If 25 count Lugana is used: 17 x 35 inches 
Information about suitable fabrics is listed below. 
 
Choosing fabric – making the right choice for you: 
 
The patterns have been designed to work on either Zweigart Aida or evenweave, and are suitable for a 
novice or a more experienced embroiderer who wishes to make her own decisions about the colours and 
layout that she chooses. 
 
Aida Fabrics:  
 
Recommended brand: Zweigart 
 
Zweigart Aida ranges from 3.5-count up to 22-count.  
Count refers to the number of threads per inch. Low count fabrics are great for children and beginners,  
14-count is the most commonly used for cross stitch and counted thread work and higher counts are great for 
more experienced needlewomen, or those wanting a finer result. 
 
I would suggest a 14 count Aida. There are some split stitches in the designs and 14 count Aida is easy to 
see and work with and the blackwork patterns show up well. 
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If you have difficulty counting there is a solution: 

14 Count Aida - Easy Count 100% Cotton, Zweigart Fabric. Easy count fabric 
reduces counting time and helps make stitching much quicker and easier. The grid 
lines correspond to the grid lines on your stitching chart, and disappear when 
washed. 

 
 
 
Evenweave fabrics: 
 
Recommended brand: Zweigart 
If you are investing time and money on your project cheaper threads and fabrics may let you down! 
 
There are a number of different evenweaves you can choose from: 
Zweigart cotton evenweave is used for cross stitch, embroidery and other needlecraft. It's easy to count as 
you stitch while allowing a good amount of detail.  
 
Choose a fabric you are comfortable working with. If you are using evenweave for the first time consider 
using Zweigart 25 count Lugana. 

25 Count Lugana 
52% Cotton & 48% Rayon, Zweigart Fabric. An elegant fabric for table linens, samplers, pillows and other 
decorative accessories. Lugana is perfect for cross stitch, drawn thread work and other counted thread 
techniques. It comes in a wide range of colours. Antique white is easier to work on than white because of the 

glare. 
 
The fabric handles well with minimum creasing and the holes are 
easy to see. The threads are smooth unlike linen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Zweigart 27 count Linda 

100% Cotton, Zweigart Fabric. This fabric is an excellent alternative to 28 count 
linen for the needlewoman who prefers an easy count quality fabric. A light 
weight fabric with an easy care finish, perfect for clothing because of its close 
weave and draping effect. Also excellent for table linens and samplers.  
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Zweigart 28 count Brittany 
 
52% Cotton & 48% Rayon, Zweigart Fabric. Brittney is a soft easy care fabric. For 
cross stitch, it is equivalent to 14 count Aida when worked over two threads and at 
the same time offers the stitcher a more even surface. 
 
Note: Using space dyed fabrics can detract from and intricate sampler. Choose 
carefully! If using fabric other than Zweigart please check the fabric count, not all 
fabric is the count that it says it is! 

 
28 Count Cashel Linen 
 
100% Linen, Zweigart Fabric. Cashel is suitable for all counted embroidery techniques including Hardanger. 
The rich colour range offers the needlewoman a wide variety of colours which are sure to complement any 
design.  Linen is more expensive and difficult to handle. I would not recommend linen to a beginner. A more 
experienced embroiderer will not find it difficult to work with but the slub and texture may not give the 
desired effect. 

Note: On evenweave fabric cross stitch is worked in TWO strands over two threads, back stitch is worked 
in ONE strand over two threads unless indicated in the pattern.  
On Aida fabric cross stitch is worked in TWO strands over one block, back stitch is worked in ONE strand 
over one block unless indicated in the pattern. 
 
Threads: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many different varieties of clematis 
Look at the flowers to see the wide range of colours within them to help you make your thread choices. 

 
The flower patterns are joined together into blocks by the links. Black and colour alternate on the square 
chart and three shades are used on the rectangular chart. If you decide to work the square chart in one colour 
only, it will look very flat. Add touches of colour to ‘lift’ the design. Metallic thread adds sparkle. 
Beads are added after the embroidery has been completed. I used Mill Hill gold beads but the choice is 
yours. 

 
Collect together all your scraps of threads left 
over from other projects. Sort them into 
different colours that you like working with. 
Work on the idea that at least half of the flower 
motifs will be in mixed colours or, every 
flower can be a different colour. Colour can 
also be used the pattern blocks. 
 
All the elements combine in the block 
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Working with colour   
Use the Colour Wheel as a guide. Lay threads out and 
group them. Use colours you enjoy working with but do 
not be afraid to experiment. 
 

 
For the Square project a mixture of DMC threads and Threadworx colours was used. DMC 310 and 
Threadworx 1138 was used for the border and alternating flower motifs to link the elements together. 
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Tiny Treasures Square Design - Suggested threads 

 
The abbreviations on the key: 
 
DMC – Stranded floss 
DMV – DMC Variations 
TWX – Threadworx 
DLE – DMC Light Effects (Metallic) 
COL – DMC Coloris 
Note: “Call outs” is the name that the design software calls cross stitch. 

Look at the colours you already have and find similar shades or create 
your own colour scheme. Add variegated and metallic threads. Beads are 
optional and would not be added until the embroidery has been 
completed. 

 

French knots are indicated on the key. Colonial knots or beads 
may be used in place of French knots. 

Lay the threads out in groups and leave them for a few days. 
Take a fresh look and add or remove any that you are not 
happy with. Try samples out on your doodle cloth to see how 
they work. 

Extract from Maureen’s doodle cloth showing stitches worked 
and threads used - a very useful guide! 
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Tiny Treasures Square 
Alternative colour layouts: 
 
1. Work pattern blocks in shades of 
one colour. 
 
2. Work every pattern block in a 
different colour. 
 
3. Work the flower motifs in 
different colours and pattern blocks 
in black. 
 
4. Work the bands of colour 
diagonally as shown in the 
embroidery. 
 
5. Work the flower motifs and links 
in dark shades and the pattern 
blocks in colour. 
 
6. Consider using variegated 
threads in the design. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The embroidery has been worked in diagonal bands using a variety of solid and 
variegated threads. DMC 310 Black and Threadworx 1138 were used for the 
border and alternating flower motifs to add contrast and link the design 
together. 
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Rectangular embroidery 
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Tiny Treasures Rectangular Design 

1. Work pattern blocks across the width of the 
design in different shades of one colour. 
 
2. Work every pattern block in a different 
colour. 
 
3. Work the flower motifs in different colours. 
 
4. Use one dark and two variegated colours. 
 
5. Work the pattern blocks in dark and the 
flower motifs and links in colour. 
 
6. Work colours diagonally as bands. 
 
Use the Colour wheel as a guide and do not be 
afraid to experiment with colour. 

 
The Aida rectangular design was worked in 
two shades of DMC Coloris and DMC 310 
black. The metallic gold was DMC Diamant. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DMC Coloris is a simple way of using colour 
in a large design! 
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The flower patterns are joined together into blocks by the links. Black and colour alternate on the square 
chart and three shades are used on the rectangular chart. If you decide to work the square chart in one colour 
only, it will look very flat. Add touches of colour to ‘lift’ the design. Metallic thread adds sparkle. 
Beads are added after the embroidery has been completed. I used Mill Hill gold beads but the choice is 
yours. 
 
Collect together all your scraps of threads left over from other projects. Sort them into different colours that 
you like working with. Work on the idea that at least half of the flower motifs will be in mixed colours or, 
every flower can be a different colour. Colour can also be used the pattern blocks. 
 
Choose one darker tone for the plain colour flowers and for the links. This can be a plain colour such as 
DMC 310 black, dark navy, garnet or a variegated thread from Threadworx or DMC Coloris. It must be dark 
enough not to detract from other colours used for the flowers. 
 
DMC Coloris Floss  
100% cotton six-strand embroidery floss. Four complementary shades in one thread  
Colours change every 5 cm. Comprised of six size 25 easily separated strands  
100% colourfast, fade resistant 8.7yd/8 m 
DMC floss and Threadworx work well together 
 

Threadworx Variegated threads: 
Hand over dyed six strand floss. Long staple 100% 
Egyptian Giza cotton 253 colour 5 and 10 yard skeins 
https://threadworx.com 
 

Test the colours you have chosen before you use them 
by taking one strand of the floss and laying it on white 
material. If the colour does not stand out then discard it 
as it will not be strong enough to make an impact. 
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Plastic flexi hoops 6 or 8 inch are ideal if you have arthritis and cannot 
tighten screws. 
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